U.S. History:  2008
Mrs. Hanson

True knowledge is like a snowflake falling into a pot of hot water.  It melts and disappears as it hits the surface of the water – the part becoming one with the whole.  You don’t see what you learn or know – it dissolves in you and becomes you.  The part, like true knowledge, is invisible within the whole.  But it will emerge when you need it, and it will change you! 

 --H.M. Hartoonian

Welcome to this class!  Over the course of this quarter, we will be examining U.S. History.  At all times we will examine history as being alive with questions and conflicts.  This is not a class about names and dates, but rather about stories regarding who you are as an individual and who we are as people living in the United States.  This will be an interactive class, dependent upon active participation from all class members.  

Class Website:  www.allisonhanson.com  The site of valuable class information.  Please use it often and extensively.

Assessment:  Grades will be calculated on a 100-93%=A, 92-90%=A-; 89-88%=B+, 87-83=B, 82-80=B-; 79-78%=C+, 77-73=C, 72-70=C-; 69-68%=D+, 67-63=D, 62-55=D-; 55 and below=F, scale. Each unit will have a variety of assessments including: daily reading homework, chapter quizzes, unit tests, projects, papers, essays,  and presentations (group and/or individual).

Tardies:  You are expected to be in class, on time.  If you are late, you will sign in and stay after class.  Each tardy will detract from your participation points.  After three tardies I will take action to make sure it doesn’t happen again.
Notebook:  You will need one notebook exclusively for this class.  This will be for your daily responses to critical thinking questions, as well as for your class notes.  This will be turned in at the end of the quarter.  It can be a 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper, or just a standard notebook.  

Late Work:  Late work is strongly discouraged.  Late daily homework can be turned in for half credit until the end of a unit.  Papers/projects/unit packets will be deducted one letter grade/day late (EX:  A to A-, A- to B+, etc.) and will be adjusted for weekends.  No late work will be accepted after a unit is completed.
Participation Points: A portion of your grade will be determined by your participation in class discussion and group work.  Note that you cannot make these points up, so being in class and getting involved is expected.  This portion of your grade also includes arriving on time with the necessary materials and paying attention during class (i.e. not sleeping).  Participation Points are earned when you “contribute to the wealth of the classroom”.  Examples of this include answering discussion questions, being on task, volunteering to speak for your group during activities, etc.  Students will start at 60/100 and will have an opportunity to improve their grade until the end of the quarter.  Note that students can also lose participation points by being tardy (-5) and sleeping in class (-10).  Participation Points make up about 10-15% of your final quarter grade. 

Cell Phones/Headphones/Hats:  These items will not be tolerated in this class. The first time these items are seen/heard they will be taken until the end of the day, a second violation will result in confiscation until the next class period and a third will require a parent/guardian to come and meet with me to pick up the item.

Contact Mrs. Hanson:  Please feel free to come and talk with me at anytime regarding this class.  

Email:  hansona@district112.org or directly through my website; Phone:  (952) 556-1515; Classroom P153
Eight Main Units this Semester:  
America – From Birth to Adolescence; Westward Expansion; The Union in Crisis; The Turn of the Century; Boom and Bust (the 1920s, Great Depression and New Deal); A Champion of Democracy (WWII and the beginning of the Cold War); A Nation Facing Challenges (the 1960s:  Vietnam and the Civil Rights Movement); Looking Towards the Future (70s, 80s and 90s)
