Advanced Placement U.S. History

Course Syllabus:  2007-2008
Mrs. Hanson
True knowledge is like a snowflake falling into a pot of hot water.  It melts and disappears as it hits the surface of the water – the part becoming one with the whole.  You don’t see what you learn or know – it dissolves in you and becomes you.  The part, like true knowledge, is invisible within the whole.  But it will emerge when you need it, and it will change you!  --H.M. Hartoonian

Course Overview:  Welcome to Advanced Placement US History. It is commendable that you have chosen to accept the challenge of this course. The Advanced Placement program in US History is designed to provide you with the analytic skills and factual knowledge to deal with the problems and materials in US History. The program prepares you for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon you equivalent to those in full year college courses. You will learn to assess historical materials, their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, their importance, and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.

This class is not an accelerated high school course, nor is it an "honors" course for gifted or highly motivated students. AP is a college level course taught in high school. As such, one of the greatest demands will be on your time. You should expect to spend a minimum of 4-8 hours per week outside class studying for this course. I have designed the syllabus to reflect commitment to this course. Please carefully consider your priorities as you make this commitment. The AP US History course is a chronological survey covering the period from colonial America (1492) to contemporary America (1990). We will be rushed to complete this course before the AP examination in early May.  Consequently several things must be clearly understood at the beginning of this course. Please read the following policies very carefully, as they will govern the AP course this year. 

Class Website:  www.allisonhanson.com  Valuable class information, homework assignments, unit calendars, and A.P. resource websites can be found here.  Throughout the year, it will necessary to sign-in to the discussion board to respond to questions.  Please use it often and extensively!
Expectations:  I expect you to be an active, respectful and engaged scholar.  Your role in this class is to share information, and to actively listen to the teacher and your classmates, and to synthesize new information – in short, to learn.  Your participation and attentiveness is key to this process.  

Basic Rules:

1. Practice good citizenship daily.

2. Be on time.  Be prepared (with notebook, paper, text, writing utensils) to learn. 

3. Bathroom visits and drinks will be done before and after class except for emergencies.

4. No food or drink (aside from water) in class.

Attendance Policy:  Daily attendance is mandatory for success in this course.  Missing class is disruptive for you, and disruptive for your classmates.  If you must be absent, make sure you have a friend in class from whom to get notes and assignments.  It is your responsibility to make up worked missed while absent.  If you are absent the day of an exam, you must excuse it through the office.  After the absence is excused, schedule a make-up exam.  This exam will be short-answer and essay only.  You will not make-up a multiple-choice that has already been given.

Tardiness:  Do whatever it takes to be in your seat and attentive when the bell rings.  Class begins at the bell.  Everyday.  Each day you will be awarded one participation point for being in class on time.
AP Notebook: It is highly recommended that students keep a notebook to record daily notes on reading assignments, class lectures, as well as a running vocabulary list.  One key to success in this class and on the AP examination is your ability to keep all information organized for review in April.

Assessment:  Grades will be calculated on a 100-93%=A, 92-90%=A-; 89-88%=B+, 87-83=B, 82-80=B-; 79-78%=C+, 77-73=C, 72-70=C-; 69-68%=D+, 67-63=D, 62-55=D-; 55 and below=F, scale. Unit assignment sheets will be passed out at the beginning of each new unit.  Points will be awarded for each assignment based upon difficulty and time required to complete the work.  Written work will be evaluated on its clarity, strength of analysis, historical content presentation of argument, validity and mechanics.   There are four major components to your quarter grades:

Terms Quizzes: Reading daily assignments is imperative to your success in this course.  In order to allow us to dig in depth to issues in class, you must enter the classroom with a basic understanding of the subject matter at hand.  Therefore, on most Fridays we will begin class with terms quizzes over the week’s readings.  The terms list can be found on the website.  

Unit Exams: Unit tests will be designed to replicate the AP Exam with both a multiple choice section and a DBQ (document based question) and/or free response section.  There will be a comprehensive semester test given at the end of the first semester and second.  The teacher reserves the right to curve all tests.

Projects:  Following the AP Exam an extensive research project will be assigned.  This fourth quarter project will focus more on recent U.S. History (1946-present).

Daily assignments:  Because of the collegiate nature of the course, daily assignments will not be given out on a regular basis.  Occasionally, you will be asked to respond to some reading questions.  These will be worth a nominal amount of points.

Late Work:  Because of the unusually high volume of reading/work for this class it is mandatory that assignments are turned in on or before the assigned due date. 

A Brief Calendar for the Year:  (formal unit tests will be given approximately every 2-3 chapters)

1. Exploration and Early Colonies (Chapters  2, 3, 4)

2. Revolution and the Launching of a New Nation (Chapters 5, 6, 7, 8)

3. Constitution and Early American Politics (Chapters 9, 10)

4. Jeffersonianism and the Transformation of American Society (Chapters 11, 12)

5. Antebellum America (Chapters 13, 14, 15)

6. The Old South, Slavery and Sectional Conflict (Chapters 16, 17, 18)

7. Compromise, Secession and Civil War (Chapters 19, 20, 21)

8. Reconstruction (Chapter 22)

Semester 1 Final before the Winter Break

9. Politics of the Gilded Age (Chapter 23)

10. The Rise of Industrial America and the Transformation of Cities (Chapters 24 and 25)

11. The West and Beyond (Chapter 26 and 27)
12. Progressives and The Great War  (Chapters 28, 29, 30)

13. Boom and Bust:  1920s, The Great Depression, and the New Deal (Chapters 31, 32, 33)

14. WWII (Chapter 34 and 35)

15. Cold War America (Chapters 36 and 37)

16. The 1960s (Chapter 38)

17. The 1970s and 1980s (Chapter 39 and 40)

Semester 2 Final before the AP Exam

Contact Mrs. Hanson:  Please feel free to come and talk with me at anytime regarding this class.  

Email:  hansona@district112.org; Phone:  (952) 556-1515; Classroom P153; Office P119
A man's mind, stretched by a new idea, can never go back to its original dimension.   --Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.

