Advanced Placement European History

Course Syllabus:  First Semester ’07-‘08
Course Overview:  Welcome to Advanced Placement European History. It is commendable that you have chosen to accept the challenge of this course. The Advanced Placement program in European History is designed to provide you with the analytic skills and factual knowledge to deal with the problems and materials in modern European History. The program prepares you for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon you equivalent to those in full year college courses. You will learn to assess historical materials, their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, their importance, and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.

This class is not an accelerated high school course, nor is it an "honors" course for gifted or highly motivated students. AP is a college level course taught in high school. As such, one of the greatest demands will be on your time. You should expect to spend a minimum of 4-8 hours per week outside class studying for this course. I have designed the syllabus to reflect commitment to this course. Please carefully consider your priorities as you make this commitment. The AP European course is a chronological survey covering the period from the Renaissance to post-Cold War Europe (1990). We will be rushed to complete this course before the end of the 2nd quarter.  Consequently several things must be clearly understood at the beginning of this course. Please read the following policies very carefully, as they will govern the AP course this semester.
Textbooks: 

· A History of the Modern World.  R.R. Palmer, Joel Colton, and Lloyd Kramer.  Tenth Edition.  Mc-Graw Hill, 2007.
· A History of Western Society.  John McKay, Bennett Hill, and John Buckler.  Eighth Edition.  Houghton Mifflin, 2006.

· Sources of Western Tradition: Volume I: From Ancient Times to the Enlightenment.  Perry, Peden, and Von Laue.  Sixth Edition.  Houghton Mifflin, 2006.

· Sources of Western Tradition: Volume II: From the Renaissance to the Present.  Perry, Peden, and Von Laue.  Sixth Edition.  Houghton Mifflin, 2006.

Expectations:  I expect you to be an active, respectful and engaged citizen scholar.  Your role in this class is to share information, and to actively listen to the teacher and your classmates, and to synthesize new information – in short, to learn.  Your participation and attentiveness is key to this process.  

Attendance Policy:  Daily attendance is mandatory for success in this course.  Missing class is disruptive for you, and disruptive for your classmates.  If you must be absent, make sure you have a friend in class from whom to get notes and assignments.  It is your responsibility to make up worked missed while absent.  If you are absent the day of an exam, you must excuse it through the office.  After the absence is excused, schedule a make-up exam within 2 days.  You will not make-up a multiple-choice that has already been given back to students.
Contact Information:  www.dustinhanson.com/history  Valuable class information, homework assignments, unit calendars, and A.P. resource websites can be found here.   Throughout the semester, it will be necessary to sign-in to the discussion board to respond to questions.  Please use it often and extensively!  Office phone – 556-1515.  
AP Notebook: It is highly recommended that students keep a notebook to record daily notes on reading assignments, class lectures, as well as a running vocabulary list.  One key to success in this class and on the AP examination is your ability to keep all information organized for review in April.

Assessment:  Grades will be calculated on a 100-90%=A; 89-80%=B; 79-70%=C; 69-60%=D; 59 and below=F, scale. Unit assignment sheets will be passed out at the beginning of each new unit.  Points will be awarded for each assignment based upon difficulty and time required to complete the work.  Written work will be evaluated on its clarity, strength of analysis, historical content presentation of argument, validity and mechanics.   There are four major components to your semester grades:

Terms Quizzes: Reading daily assignment is imperative to your success in this course.  In order to allow us to dig in depth to issues in class, you must enter the classroom with a basic understanding of the subject matter at hand.  Therefore, most weeks we will have terms quizzes over the week’s readings.  The terms list can be found on the website.  

Unit Exams: Unit tests will be designed to replicate the AP Exam with both a multiple choice section and a DBQ (document based question).  There will be a comprehensive semester test given at the end of the first semester.  This comprehensive exam will replicate the actual AP exam.  The teacher reserves the right to curve all tests.  There will be a minimum of 10 Free Response/DBQ Essays written as in-class exams.
Daily assignments:  There will often be small in-class assignments given to reinforce the day’s lesson.  Occasionally, you will be asked to respond to some reading questions.  These will be worth a nominal amount of points.  We will frequently (once a week) do writing practice in-class centered around the formatting of a strong DBQ and free response essay questions.  We will also (two or three times a week) be working extensively with primary source documents (writings, charts, graphs, pictures, etc.) exclusive from the DBQ work.  There will also be two or three bigger projects throughout the semester.
Daily participation:  Because of the amounts of reading required to keep up with the course and the nature of the block schedule, daily participation will be required in this class.  This will come in the form of questions, discussions, simulations, presentations, etc.  
Calendar for the Semester:  (formal unit tests will be given approximately every 2-3 weeks)

Week One – September  4–7 
Introduction and the Renaissance

Objectives:

· Analyze the role of history and begin to develop a personal philosophy of history

· Recognize the impact of geography on historical development

· Analyze and identify the roots of western civilization including philosophy, religions, governmental systems, economic systems and culture

· Identify the causes of the Renaissance

· Differentiate the contributions of Renaissance individuals from their counterparts from the Middle Ages 

· Assess the significance of the Renaissance

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 2,  pp. 49-72
· McKay, Hill and Buckler, Chapter 13, pp. 413-446
· Machiavelli “The Prince” 

Map Assignment:  Current Europe vs. Medieval Europe

Art Gallery Powerpoint:  The Art of the Renaissance

Week Two – September 10 – 14
Reformation and Counter-Reformation

Objectives:

· Identify the major events and individuals of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation Era

· Compare and contrast the early development of the nation-states of Europe

· Assess the causes and results of the Protestant Reformation and the Catholic Reformation

· Analyze the roles of Martin Luther, John Calvin and St. Ignatius Loyola

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 2, pp. 73-98
· McKay, Chapter 14, pp. 453-484
· Martin Luther “On Papal Power, Justification by Faith, the Interpretation of the Bible and the Nature of the Clergy.”

· Cannons and Decrees of the Council of Trent

Week Three – September 17 – 21
Europe and Wars of Religion

Objectives:

· Explain how the opening of the Atlantic contributed to the commercial revolution

· Analyze the social structure of Europe in the 1500s through the 1600s – differentiate between Eastern and Western Europe

· Compare and contrast the different foundations of modern European states – Spain, England, France, Holland and Germany

· Analyze the causes and results of the Thirty Years War

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 3, pp. 99-141
· McKay, Chapter 15, pp. 489-528
· “Proceedings of the Spanish Inquisition:  The Torture of Elvira del Campo”
· Thomas Hobbes, “Leviathan”  

Week Four – September 24 – 28
The Development of Absolutism:  France and England

Objectives:

· Explain the purpose of the concept of balance of power in European foreign policy

· Distinguish the strengths and weaknesses of the Dutch Republic in 1600s

· Analyze the causes and the results of the Puritan Revolution in England

· Determine the successes and failures of the reign of Louis XIV

· Compare and contrast the development of government in England and France, assessing the role of the aristocracy in each nation in this period

· Demonstrate the role of “balance of power” in the Treaty of Utrecht

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 4, pp. 145-188
· McKay, Chapter 16, pp. 531-562
· “English Declaration of Rights”

Assignment:  Research paper, “A Guide to Absolutism”

Week Five – October 1 – 5
The Development of Eastern Europe/Competition for Empire

Objectives:

· Identify and give the significance of major events and individuals in the development of the Eastern European states in this period

· Compare and contrast the Eastern European states with the western European states

· Assess the long-term effects of the reforms of Peter the Great

· Distinguish between the elite and popular culture in 18th Century Europe

· Explain the motivation of European expansion in the period – in particular analyzing the nature of overseas exploration/expansion in this age.
· Identify and give the significance of major events and individuals in this period

· Analyze the role of Maria Theresa of Austria as a political leader

Readings:
Palmer, Chapter 5, pp. 189-224


McKay, Chapter 17, pp. 565-582


McKay, Chapter 19, pp. 629-656

Week Six – October 8 – 12
Week Seven – October 15 – 17

The Scientific Revolution and the Age of Enlightenment

Objectives:

· Compare and contrast the world view of the Age of Reason with the world view of the Age of Absolutism

· Explain the impact of technological changes on sea trade, warfare and imperialism

· Assess the role of Newton in the scientific revolution

· Compare and contrast the political philosophies of Locke and Hobbes

· Analyze the impact of the Enlightenment on the political rulers and the society of 17th century Europe

· Identify and give the significance of the major scientists and philosophers of the Age of Reason

· Explain the impact of the American Revolution on Europe

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 6 , pp. 278-255
· Palmer, Chapter 7,  pp. 297-348
· McKay, Chapter 18, pp. 595-624
· Galileo “The Starry Messenger”

· Descartes “Discourse on Method”

· John Locke “Second Treatise on Government”

Week Eight – October 22 – 26
French Revolution and Napoleonic Empire

Objectives:

· Identify and give the significance of the major events and individuals during the French Revolution and the Napoleonic Empire

· Analyze the causes the results of the French Revolution

· Assess the impact of the French Revolution on the world

· Compare and contrast the French Revolution with the English and American Revolutions
· Assess the major historiographic interpretations regarding revolutions

Readings:

· Palmer, pp. 349-394 and 395-431
· McKay, pp. 691-720
· “Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen”

· Mary Wollstonecraft, “Vindication of the Rights of Woman”

· Napoleon’s Letters, “Leader, General, Tyrant, Reformer”

Assignment:  Napoleon on Trial

Week Nine – October 29 - November 2
Reaction and Progress

Objectives:

· Explain the factors necessary for industrialization

· Analyze the impact of industrialization on Europe’s economy, politics and culture

· Analyze the impact of industrialization on imperialism

· Identify and give the significance of the major inventors, philosophers, artists and political leaders of this period

· Compare and contrast liberalism to socialism

· Distinguish the differences between the nationalism of Western Europe with that of Eastern Europe

· Analyze the reasons for the revolutions of 1830

· Explain why England had reforms rather than a revolution

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 11, pp. 433-482
· McKay, Chapter 22,  pp. 725-753
· Adam Smith, “Wealth of Nations”

· Thomas Malthus, “On Principle of Population”

Quarter 2 – Week One – November 6 – 9
Revolution, Ideology and Nationalism

Objectives:

· Explain the reasons for the revolutions of 1848 and analyze why they failed

· Assess the impact of Marxism on 19th Century Europe

· Deduce the reasons the French people chose Louis Napoleon for president

· Compare and contrast the unification of Italy and Germany

· Evaluate the responsibility of Napoleon III and Bismarck in starting the Franco-Prussian war

· Assess the reforms of Alexander II and compare them o the response of Austria-Hungary to the problems they faced at this time

· Identify and give the significance of the major artists, writers, philosophers and statesmen of the late 19th century

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 12, pp. 483-516 
· Palmer, Chapter 13, pp. 517-544

· McKay, Chapter 23, pp. 755-785

· Metternich, “The Odious Ideas of the Philosophies”

Assignment:  “Storybooks of Nation Building”

Week Two – November 12 -16
Imperialism and the “triumph” of Western thought
Objectives:

· Evaluate the impact of Freud, Darwin, and Nietzsche on Western thought

· Analyze the causes of 19th century imperialism and assess the results

· Compare and contrast the advance of democracy in France, Great Britain and Germany

· Consider the effects of the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire on the rest of Europe

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 14, pp. 561-600

· Palmer, Chapter 15, pp. 601-628

· Palmer, Chapter 16, pp. 629-675

· McKay, Chapter 24, pp. 787-819

· McKay, Chapter 25, pp. 823-850
· McKay, Chapter 26, pp. 855-882
· Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden”

· Nietzsche, “The Will to Power and the Anti-Christ”

Assignment: 
· “Darkest Thinker Awards”

· Map Activity:  European Imperialism

Week Three– November 19 - 20 (Thanksgiving Break)

Week Four – November 26 – November 29

World War I and the Russian Revolution
Objectives:

· Identify and give the significance of the major events leading to WWI

· Assess the major historiographic interpretations of the causes of WWI

· Explain why the actual fighting of the war took the course that it did

· Analyze the results of WWI

· Analyze the reasons for the Russian Revolution

· Compare and contrast the Russian Revolution with the French Revolution

· Consider the implications of the Communist Revolution ending in the reign of Joseph Stalin

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 17, pp. 677-718
· Palmer, Chapter 18, pp. 719-762

· McKay, Chapter 27, pp. 887-919
· The Black Hand Bylaws

· Treaty of Versailles
· Lenin, “The Call to Power”
Activity:  A statistical analysis of WWI, country by country

Activity:  Saturday morning trip to the Minneapolis Institute of the Arts to do a study of impressionism through surrealism
Assignment:  “Timeline of the Russian Revolution”
Week Five – December 3 –7
Week Six – December 10 – 14
Anxiety, Democracy, Dictatorship and War
Objectives:

· Explain where and why democracy was successful after WWI

· Evaluate the ability of the Weimar Republic to deal with the problems it faced in the 1920s

· Identify the causes and the results of the Great Depression

· Analyze art and the title of the interwar era as the “Age of Anxiety”

· Evaluate the ability of Great Britain and France to deal with the problems of the interwar period

· Analyze the rise of fascism and its triumph over democracy in Italy and Germany

· Assess the strengths and weaknesses of the foreign policies of the major nations in the interwar period

· Analyze the causes of WWII

· Identify the major events of WWII and explain why the Allies won the war

· Compare Europe in 1945 to Europe after 1918

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 20, pp. 795-825
· Palmer, Chapter 21, pp. 827-864

· McKay, Chapter 28, pp. 921-948
· McKay, Chapter 29, pp. 953-984
· Stalin, “The Hard Line”

· Mussolini, “Fascist Doctrines”

· Chamberlain, “In Defense of Appeasement”

· Churchill, “Blood, Toil, Tears and Sweat”

Week Seven – December 17 – 21
Flex week as we are surely behind by this point. ( 

Week Eight – January  2 – 4
Week Nine – January 7 – 11
Post War World

Objectives:

· Evaluate the origins of the Cold War

· Compare and contrast the rebuilding process in Western Europe and Eastern Europe after WWII

· Analyze the causes and the results of the decolonization process

· Evaluate the European attempts at unification after WWII

· Assess the consistency and change in Soviet domestic and foreign policy since WWII

Readings:

· Palmer, Chapter 22, pp. 865-913
· Palmer, Chapter 25, pp. 995-1032

· Palmer, Chapter 26, pp. 1033-1064

· McKay, Chapter 30, pp. 989-1022
· Churchill, “The Iron Curtain Speech”

Week Ten – January 14 – 18 

Contemporary World Issues and Review

Objectives:

· Assess the interrelationship of politics, science and philosophy in today’s world

· Consider Europe’s role in the world today

Readings:
Palmer, Chapter 27, pp. 1065-1114


McKay, Chapter 31, pp. 1027-1064
*End of the Second Quarter
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